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Interim Minister’s Notes,  

   Rev. Christopher Richards 

 
 Martin Buber wrote, “All meeting of persons is an 

exchange of gifts and the holy!” 
 

 I’ve always thought Buber’s words describe the way of the church. A 

constant meeting of people with the miracle of exchanging gifts that makes us 

whole and new. In this Lenten season, we gather in a time of reflection amid pausal 

time, both as individuals and as a community. It is also an interim season, between 

the incarnation (Christmas) and resurrection (Easter) as well as between your 

beloved newly retired Senior Minister and the calling of your next Settled Pastor. 
 

 One of the miracle take aways I’ve found in interim ministry, is the fact that 

sometimes we need to block out what the world is telling us to do and listen to a 

higher voice call us forward. Again, this is what Lent is about. So, as I am pausing 

today… 
 

 I am reminded of an old fable of a group of frogs who decide one day to 

climb the Eiffel Tower. One after another begin the climb only to hear from the 

crowd below that it is impossible for frogs to climb to the top of the Eiffel Tower. 

After an hour of climbing, all but one frog is left and finally that lone frog makes it 

to the top. The people on the ground can’t believe a frog climbed the tower! 

Another frog on the ground hears this and turns to the crowd and says, “He’s 

deaf!” 
 

 Sometimes we need to tune out the world to climb higher into the life we’ve 

been given.  
 

 In other words, think for a moment: have you ever been near the point of 

giving up or giving in to something that has overtaken you? All is lost, maybe? Or, 

this is my life now and things will not change? The gospel message challenges 

those assumptions. Think for a moment, when we say we are “saved”, we are I “in 

faith” being made whole, for we are in Christ, so we are made well, no matter our 

limitations. We are in every moment, a meeting of people, held together in the holy 

of that which is not yet known.  

 

Peace, Pastor Chris 
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WORSHIP MINISTRY BOARD 
 

 

 

 

LENTEN WORSHIP AT NORTH CHURCH 
 

 

Sunday, March 3 – The Third Sunday in Lent  

Theme: Making Connections  

Text: Luke 5: 1-11  

Message: “Another Chance!”  

Hymns: All People That On The Earth Do Dwell  

Be Thou My Vision  

Let There Be Peace on Earth 

 

 

Sunday, March 10 – The Fourth Sunday in Lent  

Theme: For God So Loved the World  

Text: John 3: 14-21  

Message: “Love Has Come”  

Hymns: Morning Has Broken  

I Would Be True  

Alleluia Sing to Jesus  

 

 

Sunday, March 17 – The Fifth Sunday in Lent  

Theme: It’s Not About You  

Text: John 12: 20-33  

Message: “Spiritual, Not Religious”  

Hymns: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  

Just a Closer Walk with Thee  

The Church’s One Foundation  

 

 

spring plants. Orders are now being taken. Please complete the form below and  
return it with your payment to: 

  

North Congregational Church 
36520 W. Twelve Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI  48331 

         
               The deadline for placing orders is Monday, April 6, 2020.  
  

  

********************************* 
  

ORDER FORM 

  

         I wish to place an Easter plant in our Sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 
12th. I have checked the plant(s) desired and enclose a check for the correct 
amount, made out to North Congregational Church.  
  

                                                    

            Plants                             Price                      
  
                        _______ Lily                  $10.00              

          _______ Tulip                $10.00 

            (Variety of colors)                                      
  
  

                                     The bulletin insert should read: 

  
A gift from: _______________________________________________ 

 In memory of: 

_____________________________________________ 

 In honor of: 

_______________________________________________ 

 In celebration of:  

__________________________________________ 

 Other designation:  

_________________________________________ 

  

 ____________ I will pick up the plant(s) after the Easter Service. 

 ____________ Please deliver the plant(s) to a shut-in. 

  

NAME_______________________________ Phone_______________ 
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HOLY WEEK AT NORTH CHURCH 
 

 

 

March 24 -Palm Sunday 

 “Palms to Passion”  
        Musical Scriptural Worship based on the Gospel 

according to Matthew. Palm Sunday honors the day 

Jesus humbly rode into Jerusalem, cheered as the Son of 

God who would usher in an eternal kingdom. Our 

worship will mark the last week of Jesus’ earthly life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Friday, March 29 - Good Friday Meditation   

Noon until 3pm 

 

The Meetinghouse/Sanctuary will be open for        

personal Reflection. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 28 - Maundy Thursday  

“The Lord’s Supper” 
Vegetarian Potluck Meal and Service, in Fellowship Hall  

(Our Upper Room Experience)     6:30pm Meal and 7:15pm Worship  

  

        From the early days, the Church has used the term Eucharist which means 

“thanksgiving”.  Mark, Matthew and Luke attest to this meal of thanksgiving as 

did Paul emphasizing giving “thanks” as reflective of Jesus before he suffers and 

as remembrance of our collective faith and life together. 

 
 

Easter Sunday, March 31, 10:30 a.m.   

Celebration of the Resurrection  
 

Easter means God cares deeply about the 

world, about life, about human relationships and 

redemption; for God does not will this to be a Good 

Friday world,  for God can and will make a way, 

even where we think there is no way.  
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DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME… 

 

 begins Sunday, March 10th. You are reminded to               

turn your clocks forward one hour before retiring Saturday 

night. 

 
 

WORLD SABBATH DAY – Has been cancelled. 

  

 Because of uncertainties surrounding world events, the World Sabbath for 

Religious Reconciliation has been canceled for 2024. Please mark your calendars 

now and plan to attend when it is at the Hartford Memorial Baptist Church, 18700 

James Couzens Freeway, Detroit, on Sunday, March 2, 2025, at 2:00 pm. 
 

  

EASTER PLANTS 

 

 On Easter Sunday, March 31, our Sanctuary will be filled with 

beautiful flowering spring plants. Order forms may be found on the Sign-

up table in the Narthex, and in this newsletter. Please complete the form 

and return it with your payment. The deadline for placing orders is 

Monday, March 18, 2024.  

 
   

  MARCH LAY READERS  

  March 3:  Susie Hawkins 

  March 10:  Abby Turner 

  March 17:  Kevin Gromley 

  March 24:  Sherel Shand 

  March 28:  Jim Wilking 

  March 31:  Bob Plummer 

 
MARCH MEETINGS 
 

Worship/Education – Sunday, March 10, 11:30 a.m. (Hybrid)  

Assets & Resources – Monday, March 11, 6:30 p.m. 

Diaconate - Tuesday, March 12, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom only)  

Women’s Fellowship - Tuesday, March 12, 12:30 p.m.  

Missions - Sunday, March 17, 11:30 a.m.  

Fellowship – Tuesday, March 19, 7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 

Executive Council – Monday, March 25, 6:30 p.m. 

2023 

2023 
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DIACONATE MINISTRY BOARD 
 

 

FLOWER AND GIFT BAG DELIVERY 

 

 Diaconate representatives will be responsible for delivering the 

Easter daffodil plants and gift bags to our shut ins on Palm Sunday, March 

24. All other plants must be removed after the Easter Service on March 31st.  

 

 

PILGRIM POSTAL PALS 

 

 The Diaconate’s March recipient is Jon Smathers. Cards will be available 

on the signup table in the Narthex. The cards are addressed and stamped and all 

you need to do is pick up a card, add a personal note and drop it in the mail.  

 

THANK YOU 

 
      I would like to thank all of you who visited with our 

family at the funeral home when my sister Diane died. It was 

heartwarming to see each of you. Thank you also for the 

beautiful flowers..  

 

    I appreciate all of you who sent cards and offered some 

really beautiful messages. I’ve shared them with my family, 

and they were so very moved. We will always miss Diane, but it helped so much to 

have your friendship and love.  

 

Thank you again… Love, Debbie  
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KROGER COMMUNITY REWARD PROGRAM 

 
Dear Members and Friends of North Congregational Church, 

 

 The  Kroger  Company Family of Stores is  committed to  bringing  hope  

and help to the local  neighborhoods  we call home.  Our  stores are on a mission to  

not  just be a part of,  but to help create a stronger community. We recognize that 

every community has unique causes that need support. We thank you for being 

such an important organization in our community.  

 

 From November 1, 2023 through January 31, 2024, we had 7 households 

who participated and donations to North Church amounted to $51.28. 

 

 If you would like to participate, helpful instructions may be found on the 

link provided:  https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards.   

Community Rewards is easy to use, the more your shop with us, the more money 

your organization - North Congregational Church - will earn!  

 

 We are committed to carefully protecting our customer's personal 

information. In order to meet their expectation of privacy, we have adopted a 

simple policy to never share a customer's personal information. Our privacy policy 

applies to Community Rewards participation as well. 

 

 Thank you for being such an important organization in our community, 

Kroger Community Rewards Staff 

 

 

FLEECE AND THANK YOU PROJECT  
 

 The Missions Ministry Board will be sponsoring another 

Fleece and Thank You project on Sunday, March 10. If you 

would like to help with this fun project, come to Coffee Hour 

and join us! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
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CROSSROADS DONATIONS 
 

 Our next Crossroads date is not until May 5th, however, you 

can start bringing in hygiene items and warm clothing to church 

now, and placing them in the Supply Room. 

 

 Suggested items are:  toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, deodorants, razors, 

shaving cream, shampoos and conditioners. Travel sized items are appreciated, but 

if you happen to have a BOGO offer for a full-sized hygiene product, that would 

be great too. Also needed - warm clothing (coats, hats, men's jeans, men's shoes). 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY BOARD 
 

BOOK GROUP - Wednesday, March 20 at 1 p.m.  

In person in the church library and on Zoom.  

In March we will be reading: The Long Haul: A Trucker’s 

Tales of Life on the Road by Fin Murphy. 

The following description is taken from Goodreads.com: 
 

“There’s nothing semi about Finn Murphy’s trucking tales of The Long Haul 

.”―Sloane Crosley, Vanity Fair. More than thirty years ago, Finn Murphy 

dropped out of college to become a long-haul trucker. Since then, he’s covered 

more than a million miles as a mover, packing, loading, hauling people’s 

belongings all over America. In The Long Haul, Murphy recounts with wit, candor, 

and charm the America he has seen change over the decades and the poignant, 

funny, and often haunting stories of the people he encounters on the job. 

 

Book group typically meets the third Wednesday of each month. Check your 

weekly church planner for updates on schedule changes. Consider joining us! 

 

Looking ahead:   

April—West with Giraffes by Lynda Rutledge.   

May—Absolution by Alice McDermott.   
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“ORDINARY ANGELS” 
 

We run a slide at the Farmington Civic 

Theater to promote North Church.  The 

manager sent me this note, for your 

consideration. 

 

Best, Kevin 

 

 

From: Scott Freeman <sfreeman@farmgov.com> 

Subject: Farmington Civic Theater - Ordinary Angels is now playing 

Howdy, 

 

 I want to let the church know we have a special movie showing through 

March 7. Ordinary Angels is based on a remarkable true story centering on Sharon 

(Hilary Swank), a fierce but struggling hairdresser in small-town Kentucky who 

discovers a renewed sense of purpose when she meets Ed (Alan Ritchson), a 

widower working hard to make ends meet for his two daughters. With his youngest 

daughter waiting for a liver transplant, Sharon sets her mind to helping the family 

and will move mountains to do it. What unfolds is the inspiring tale of faith, 

everyday miracles, and ordinary angels. 

 

 The theater has been looking forward to playing this movie for a long time. I 

think church members would love this movie. 

 

You can watch the trailer on our website here:  

 https://www.thefct.com/movie/ordinary-angels/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sfreeman@farmgov.com
https://www.thefct.com/movie/ordinary-angels/
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ASSETS & RESOURCES MINISTRY BOARD 
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        EASTER FLOWERS 
 

            On Easter Sunday, March 31st, our Sanctuary will be filled with flowering 

spring plants. Orders are now being taken. Please complete the form below and return 

it with your payment to: 

 

North Congregational Church 

36520 W. Twelve Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI  48331 

         

           The deadline for placing orders is Monday, March 18, 2020.  

 

********************************* 
 

ORDER FORM 
 

         I wish to place an Easter plant in our Sanctuary on Easter Sunday, 

March 31st. I have checked the plant(s) desired and enclose a check for the correct 

amount, made out to North Congregational Church.  
 

                                                    

                       Plants                 Price                      

 

                         ______  Lily                $10.00              

                   _______ Tulip              $10.00 

                 (Variety of colors)        
                                                                      

                                          The bulletin insert should read: 

 

A gift from: _______________________________________________ 

 In memory of: _____________________________________________ 

 In honor of: _______________________________________________ 

 In celebration of:  __________________________________________ 

 Other designation:  _________________________________________ 

 

 ____________ I will pick up the plant(s) after the Easter Service. 

  
 

       NAME_______________________________ Phone_______________ 


