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Interim Minister’s Notes,  

   Rev. Christopher Richards 

 
 

SUNDAY MAY 5th , 2024 … “SERVICE SUNDAY” 

At NORTH 

 
 

 I am reminded of our Lord’s words: “whenever two or three are gathered, I 

am there…” what is ancient is ever new! Right? As a faith community, we have a 

special message to share with the world: Come be with Jesus, as we seek to lessen 

suffering; offer thankfulness to God in praise and reach out to each other by sharing 

words of encouragement. Come and give thanks for those who practice and live 

Christ-like expressions as miracle workers! 

 

  Just the other day I smiled when I read PHCC’s April newsletter and read 

about the CROP Walk, coming up on Sunday, May 5th, THE SAME CROP Walk 

that North is promoting here in this community! 

 

  In my recollection we bear fruit by focusing on the belief that Jesus comes to 

live among us in worship and to share compassion! Jesus declares, when we’re 

intertwined in compassionate service, the Spirit is active and alive! 

 

  So, Sunday, May 5th , will be Mission Sunday (Service Sunday) here at 

North. We’re all invited to walk or give to the CROP Walk; or, participate with the 

CROSSROADS Mission! See Sara’s article! You’re invited to come as you are to 

morning worship, roll up your sleeves, sing, pray, give and be the light of Christ in 

the world. Oh, and don’t be surprised if you see a lot of folks wearing 

CROPWALK T-shirts from both congregations that Sunday. Regarding smiling, I 

know one thing is certain, Mimi will be SMILING and cheering us on, as the 

WALK tradition continues!  

 

Peace, Pastor Chris 
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Notes of Thankfulness:  
 

  Blessings to everyone for the many gracious expressions 

of ministry during Holy Week. The Palm Sunday “Palms to 

Passion” worship combined the Matthew scriptures with music 

outlining the last earthly days of Jesus life. Maundy Thursday 

found us breaking bread in Fellowship Hall (our UPPER ROOM), with a combined 

vegetarian potluck and the Last Supper service. We shared and served one another. 

Easter Sunday was an outpouring of resurrection praise, beautiful music, all to the 

glory of God.  

 

  With thankfulness to the Worship, Diaconate, and Fellowship Boards, the 

Ministry of Music (Laurie, Pat, Chancel Choir and so many others) we are 

blessed! Thanks be to God! 

   

 

Update From Your Search Committee  

 
  Back in September the North Congregational 

Church Search Committee shifted its focus to securing an 

interim minister. We are blessed to have Rev. Richards leading our worship and 

providing pastoral services. 
 

  The Committee continues its search for a senior minister. A few weeks ago 

we met with Rev. Richards who gave us a number of contacts within the 

Congregational network. We have been following up with those contacts and 

networking with Congregational ministers and educators. 
 

  As a result of that and other work we have additional interviews scheduled 

over the next few weeks. Our process is to do two initial interviews by Zoom with 

different members of the Committee. If we feel the candidate is viable we then 

move to face-to-face interview, a visit to North Church, and observing a sermon 

delivered in a neutral pulpit. The ultimate decision of course rests with a vote of 

the Congregation. 

  

  If you have any questions or comments, please contact me or any of the 

Committee members. 
  
For the Committee, Kevin Gromley 
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Moderator’s Notes,  

 

 As many of you know, Karen and I spent several weeks 

in Florida soaking up the warm sun. As we came back to 

several inches of snow, we were very thankful that we could get away during the 

winter months. 

 

 But I know the life of the church didn’t slow down while we were gone. Our 

boards and committees along with Pastor Chris, Laurie Meeker and Pat Butler 

were very busy planning the Lenten Season and Easter holiday celebrations. 

 

 By the time you read this many activities will have occurred, and I know 

they were all very well done and well received by our congregation. As we look 

ahead to the end of our church year calendar, we have several other activities to be 

aware of. On May 19th we will hold our annual meeting where the church boards 

will review their events and happenings from the past year. We will then vote on 

new board members. Please plan to attend and enjoy a light lunch afterward. 

 

 Anyone interested in Pickleball in Fellowship Hall? 

Pickleball is the fastest growing sport now and is a lot of fun 

for all ages. Look for more information from our Fellowship 

Board on when this fun activity will start. 

 

 On May 5th we will be part of the annual Crop Walk. Look for the many 

ways you can participate with your time and money. Also on May 5th we will be 

sending a group to Crossroads Soup Kitchen. Our plan is to have May 5th be a 

day of service and we hope everyone can participate in some way. The Ministry 

board will have more information for everyone soon. 

 

 

Happy Spring to everyone! 

 

Tim Sirovy, Moderator 
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APRIL  MEETINGS 
 

Worship/Education – Sunday, April 14, 11:30 a.m. (Hybrid)  

Assets & Resources – Monday, April 8, 6:30 p.m. 

Diaconate - Tuesday, April 9, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom only)  

Fellowship – Tuesday, April 16, 7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 

Executive Council – Monday, April 22, 6:30 p.m. 

Missions - Sunday, April 28, during Coffee Hour  

 

 

DIACONATE MINISTRY BOARD 
 

 

PILGRIM POSTAL PALS 

 

 The Diaconate’s April recipient is Gene Greer. Get well cards will be 

available on Sunday, April 7th on the signup table in the Narthex. The cards will 

be addressed and stamped and all you need to do is pick up a card, add a personal 

note and drop it in the mail. We know Gene will appreciate your cards. 
 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE                                                                          

                                                                                                           

 The Memorial Reception Committee needs your help! Have you ever 

wondered how memorial receptions end up being such a wonderful tribute to a 

beloved church member? It all happens through the work of the Memorial 

Reception Committee. Sometimes there is a selection of 

beverages and desserts. Sometimes it is a lunch of cold 

sandwiches, veggies, and cookies. And sometimes it is a fully 

catered meal. Each event is different based on the family’s 

vision. The Committee coordinates all the activities necessary 

to provide a meaningful experience. We cannot do this properly without a list of 

volunteers we can call on. The number we need depends on how elaborate the 

event is. 
 

 Beginning on Sunday, April 7. There will be a sign-up sheet on the Circle 

of Care table if you are interested in helping. We hope we don’t need to call you 

often, but having a group to call on would be appreciated. 
 

 If you have any questions, feel free to talk to Sara Lange, Carolyn Payne, 

or Sandy Greer. Thank you for your help. 

spring plants. Orders are now being taken. Please complete the form below and  
return it with your payment to: 

  

North Congregational Church 
36520 W. Twelve Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI  48331 

         
               The deadline for placing orders is Monday, April 6, 2020.  
  

  

********************************* 
  

ORDER FORM 

  

         I wish to place an Easter plant in our Sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 
12th. I have checked the plant(s) desired and enclose a check for the correct 
amount, made out to North Congregational Church.  
  

                                                    

            Plants                             Price                      
  
                        _______ Lily                  $10.00              

          _______ Tulip                $10.00 

            (Variety of colors)                                      
  
  

                                     The bulletin insert should read: 

  
A gift from: _______________________________________________ 

 In memory of: 

_____________________________________________ 

 In honor of: 

_______________________________________________ 

 In celebration of:  
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OUR CONDOLENCES…  

 
 to the family of Dorothy (Dottie ) Kendall, who died on 

March 8th, 2024. Her Service and reception were held at North 

Congregational Church on Saturday, March 23, 2024.  

 

 

MISSIONS MINISTRY BOARD 
 

 

      Spring has arrived! Sunny skies, warmer temperatures, Lenten services...we 

have a lot to be thankful for! This is a great time of year to get out and share our 

goodwill with others. North Church has always participated in service activities, 

and May 5th is going to be a busy day of helping others in Farmington Hills, 

Detroit, and around the world! Come join us on Sunday, May 5th in either the 

CROP Walk or at Crossroads - or do BOTH :)  
                    

      North Church will be working with the Farmington Community 

Mosque to serve lunch at Crossroads on Sunday, May 5th. We need 

your help to make this a successful day to serve a nutritious lunch to 

between 450-500 clients. We'll be serving soup and sandwiches, giving 

out clothing, and handing out hygiene packets that day. Come help us 

pack the hygiene kits on April 28th during coffee hour. You can start bringing 

in your hygiene donations and placing them in the supply storage room next to the 

library. Suggested items are: toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, deodorants, razors, 

shaving cream, shampoos and conditioners. Travel sized items are appreciated, but 

if you happen to have a BOGO offer for a full-sized hygiene product, that would 

be great too. Warm clothing is also needed - (coats, hats, men's jeans, men's shoes). 

Signup sheets for May 5th are in the Narthex for the morning (8-11am) and 

afternoon (10:30-2) shifts. 
 

 North Church has been a longtime supporter of the CROP 

Walk, which is also on Sunday, May 5th.  Registration is at 

Farmington First UMC on Grand River, and will begin at 1pm.  

The  walk will start at 1:30pm.  Ice cream will be served at 

the conclusion of the walk. Our own Steve Fecht will be there 

taking pictures of the event! There are free t-shirts for all walkers (and 

photographers). If you are going to walk and would like a t-shirt, please send your 

t-shirt size to the church office, and we will order one for you. T-shirt orders are 

due by April 8th. If you can't walk, you may always participate with a donation to 
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CWS CROP.  25% of all proceeds stay within the local area to help fight hunger, 

while 75% goes worldwide to provide food and supplies to address hunger.  

  

 Go to either the NCC website and donate to CROP from there, or obtain a 

QR code found in the Narthex to donate directly to CSW while supporting the 

North Congregational Church team!      

 

 

CROP WALK - Hello Team North!   
 

 We are registered as a sponsor and participant in the 2024 Church World 

Service CROP walk.  Our name is on the t-shirt - that makes it official.   
 

 I recently attended a CROP walk meeting, where 

Rachel Kessel spoke about her recent trip to Africa. There, 

she met a village of people, who's lives had been greatly 

enhanced by CWS support. Rachel spoke of how a $21 

donation to CWS bought 5 chickens. Those chickens were 

raised to provide eggs, some to eat and some to 

hatch. When the flock of chickens expanded, the money from the sold eggs 

allowed the village to purchase seeds to plant in a garden. The fresh vegetables 

from the garden were used to feed the village, and eventually that excess was sold 

to provide funds to families, so that their children could go to school after age 

12. The ripple effect from those 5 chickens was amazing! Imagine, all that change 

for just $21.   
 

 I know this story sounds like something you might see on a tv commercial at 

2:00 in the morning, but it's true. I'm hoping you will join Team North Church, and 

donate to Church World Service during their CROP walk campaign. You can sign 

up to be a walker (and receive a free t-shirt), or you can donate to our team.   

 

 To donate, please go to NCC's website, and click on the CROP walk 

information. You will be directed to the CWS website and can donate to the North 

Congregational Church team. There are also fliers in the Narthex, containing a QR 

code. You may take a picture of that with your phone, and you will be 

automatically directed to a donation site for our team at CWS. Finally, you can 

place cash or a check (made out to CWS/CROP),  in an envelope, and put it in the 

donations box in the Narthex. Either way, 25% of your money will stay locally in 

order to address hunger in our area, and the remainder of the collected funds will  
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help address food insecurities and hunger worldwide. Check out the billboard in 

Fellowship Hall. There's a place for you on our team! 
 

Sara Lange,  

Missions Board Chairperson, CROP Walk liaison           

 

 
SEMACC ANNUAL MEETING – Sunday, April 28 

NAZARETH RACIAL JUSTICE PRESENTATION 

 
  The 62nd Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Michigan Association of 

Congregational Churches will be held at the Rockwood First Congregational 

Church, 22600 Mather Street, Rockwood, Michigan on Sunday, April 28, 2024, 

from 3:00 -5:30 p.m. Dinner and a program will be presented by the Church and 

Ministry Committee and the Christian Education Committee, following the 

meeting. 

 

  The primary leader of the event will be the Rev. Peter Hart, and it is 

entitled “Nazareth.”  Based on material in the Racial Justice curriculum, produced 

by the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches, this is 

specifically designed to challenge prejudices. Registration may be done though 

Rockwood. The cost is $15.00 per person. 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY BOARD 
 

 

BOOK GROUP - Wednesday, April 17 at 1:00 p.m.  

In person in the church library and on Zoom.  

 

 In April we will be reading West With Giraffes by Lynda Rutledge. An 

Excerpt from Goodreads:  An emotional, rousing novel inspired by the incredible 

true story of two giraffes who made headlines and won the hearts of Depression-

era America. 

 

 “Few true friends have I known and two were giraffes…” Woodrow Wilson 

Nickel, age 105, feels his life ebbing away. But when he learns giraffes are going 

extinct, he finds himself recalling the unforgettable experience he cannot take to 

his grave… 
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 Book Group typically meets the third Wednesday of each month. Check 

your weekly church planner for updates on schedule changes.  

 

 Looking ahead:  May - Absolution by Alice McDermott.  

                  June – Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus. 

  

PICKLEBALL 

 

The Fellowship Board is excited to announce a new opportunity for 

members & friends. Pickleball equipment has been purchased and 

is ready to try out! If you are interested in playing pickleball or 

learning how to play pickleball come join us! 

 

• Our first session will be on Thursday, April 11th at 10:00 in Fellowship Hall. 

 

• There will be a preview of the rules and a mini lesson from 9:30 to 

 10:00 on April 11th & on April 16th, from 6:00 - 6:30 for those that are 

 interested. 

 

Schedule 
 

  Tuesday       Thursday 

 

       April 11th,  9:30-10:00 mini lesson 

       10:00 - 12:00 rotational play 

 

April 16th, 6:00-6:30 mini lesson   April 18th, 10:00 -12:00 rotational  

        6:30-8:30 rotational play  play 

                

 

April 23rd, 6:30-8:30 rotational play   April 25th, 10:00 - 12:00 rotational  

       play 

 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Karen Sirovy at 248-505-8052. 

 

*This is a judgement free zone! If you are interested in learning, playing or 

watching pickleball, come join us!!! 
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EUCHRE PARTY – FRIDAY, APRIL 19 

           

 Join us for a fun evening of low-pressure Euchre at Susie and 

Danny Hawkins’ home in Walled Lake. Beginners are welcome, 

we’ll have a beginner/refresher lesson at 6:30 p.m. Bring a food 

item to share, $5 per person for prizes and several quarters for the 

pot in case you get euchred. 

 

 

LOCAL MISSION EVENT –  

 FORGOTTEN HARVEST, APRIL 20 

 

 SEMACC is sponsoring a local event at 

Forgotten Harvest, an organization that provides food 

to families in need in the Detroit area. A group from SE Michigan Congregational 

Churches will work in the Forgotten Harvest warehouse, sorting food, packing 

food boxes, and helping with warehouse upkeep. Additional information may be 

found at https://www.forgottenharvest.org/ 
  

 The Forgotten Harvest warehouse is on 8 Mile Road in Oak Park. We will 

be working the 9 am to noon shift on Saturday, April 20. Our slots are limited to 

30, so please let our SEMACCC representative, Kevin Gromley, gromk@aol.com 

know if you are interested. 
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