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“God Is With You Wherever You Go”
- Joshua 1:9

NORTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
36520 West Twelve Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Ml 48331

248-848-1750

northcongregationalchurch.org
ncc.churchoffice@gmail.com

CEANEEACEACENEACE

N NN

1
IO DE D DEADCEDEADEEDEDES




Interim Minister’s Notes,
Rev. Christopher Richards

“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, sorry I could not take both paths.”
paraphrase of Robert Frost

Years ago at a retreat, someone uttered the above words, lamenting that it
might be easier if we could forgo choosing a path and just take them all! Alas,
taking a path means making choices and the end result often reflects what the
American poet wrote: “it made all the difference.”

We're now well into the season of Easter, a time of choosing paths and
making a way as our resurrected Lord leads. The purpose of faith is to surrender to
God's control. Most of the scriptural references in this time period speak to us of
this choice: which path will allow us to unclutter our lives and address our pride,
fears, hopes, dreams and misconceptions. The image of disciples behind locked
doors reflects a human tendency to go it alone, to make our own way.

Faith however, leans always in the direction of yielding to God's will. |
appreciated reading Dr. Roland Walker, who penned this memo, as he himself came
to that yellow wood divergence: “To the Governing General of the universe, Dear
Sir: | hereby resign my self-appointed position as director and superintendent of my
own life and the world. I cannot level all the mountains of injustices nor fill the
many valleys of selfishness. There is too much of it for me. Thus | turn over to You
for your disposition and use, my life, my money, my time and my talents to be at
your disposal. Your obedient servant, Rolly.”

Thanks Robert, Rolly and Jesus! Amen.

Pastor Chris
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Moderator’s Notes, @ g .

As they say — Spring has Sprung! Our spring flowers % 6?@
y say pring prung pring CL

and trees are blooming, and our hostas are coming up. But as

nature is beginning its’ growing season we are winding down this years’
programming at North Church. | want to thank all the current board and committee
members for the work they have put in these last 12 months.

It has been a time of change at our church with Mimi retiring, hiring Pastor
Chris as our interim minister and Janice moving on from her position. With Debbie
retiring at the end of June our search and personnel committees have been very
busy ensuring we stay on top of all these happenings. A special thank you to them!

We will celebrate Debbie’s time here at NCC during the Ice Cream Social on June
2nd.

May 19th will be an important day as we review this past year with reports
from all our boards and committees along with voting on a set of new nominees to
fill open positions at the church. Please be sure to mark that date on your calendar
to be at church or be on Zoom for the meeting. Of course, a light lunch will be
provided following the meeting. Look for more information regarding this
important meeting in the coming weeks.

Happy Spring to everyone!
Tim Sirovy
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CALL TO THE ANNUAL PROGRAM MEETING

The Annual Program Meeting of North Congregational Church will be held
at 11:30 a.m., following the conclusion of worship, on Sunday, May 19, 2024 as
ordered by the Executive Council. The meeting will be conducted in person in the
Sanctuary and by video teleconference via “Zoom”

The meeting agenda will include reports from boards and
committees, adoption of prior minutes and ratification of
Executive Council actions for the past year, as well as the
election of officers, board members and delegates and other
business as may be submitted.

As a Congregational church, it is the right of the membership to fully
participate in the leadership and development of the church. It is the member’s
responsibility and opportunity to be actively involved in the process. We hope that
you will plan to attend OUR Annual Program Meeting. Your vote is important.
Lunch, coffee and conversation will follow.

Judy Campbell, Clerk

ANNUAL REPORTS ARE NEEDED!

Church Officers, DR
Committee Chairs, and Association Representatives o\

Please e-mail your report to Debbie at ncc.churchoffice@gmail.com
by Friday, May 3rd. Thank you!

MAY MEETINGS

Diaconate - Tuesday, May 7, 6:30 p.m. (In person)
Worship/Education — Monday, May 13, 6:30 p.m. - Zoom only

Assets & Resources — Monday, May 20, 6:30 p.m.
© L y 5
t’\u;“a&_!

Fellowship — Tuesday, May 21, 7:00 p.m. - Zoom
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WORSHIP MINISTRY BOARD

LAY READERS...for the month of May

May 5: Nancy Wilking
May 12: Paul Cooper
May 19: Nancy Scott
May 26: Sherel Shand

- J—

DIACONATE MINISTRY BOARD

PILGRIM POSTAL PALS

The Diaconate’s April recipient is Sage Lanier, in celebration of her college
graduation and earning her Nursing Degree. Congratulatory cards will be available
Sunday, May 5th and 12" on the signup table in the Narthex. The cards will be
addressed and stamped and all you need to do is pick up a card, add a personal note
and drop it in the mail. We know Sage will appreciate your cards.

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE

The Memorial Reception Committee needs your :
help! Have you ever wondered how memorial receptions end @
up being such a wonderful tribute to a beloved church 'VO L. ER =
member? It all happens through the work of the Memorial —= LUNTE
Reception Committee. Sometimes there is a selection of beverages and desserts.
Sometimes it is a lunch of cold sandwiches, veggies, and cookies. And sometimes
it is a fully catered meal. Each event is different based on the family’s vision. The
Committee coordinates all the activities necessary to provide a meaningful
experience. We cannot do this properly without a list of volunteers we can call on.
The number we need depends on how elaborate the event is.

o g

There is a sign-up sheet on the Circle of Care table if you are interested in
helping. We hope we don’t need to call you often, but having a group to call on
would be appreciated.

If you have any questions, feel free to talk to Sara Lange, Carolyn Payne,
or Sandy Greer. Thank you for your help.
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OUR CONDOLENCES...

to the family of William M. Straith, who died on
April 12, 2024. A Celebration of Life Service and
Reception will be held at North Congregational Church
on Sunday, September 15, 2024 at 1:30 p.m.

MEMORIAL SERVICE

The Memorial Service for Rev. Dr. Neil Hunt, who died Saturday, February
24, 2024, will be held at Meadowbrook Congregational Church on Saturday,
August 3, 2024, at 2:00 p.m., with a refreshments reception following in their
Fellowship Hall.

MISSIONS MINISTRY BOARD /é\\\

Our day of service at North Church is rapidly approaching this
coming Sunday, May 5th. As | write this, we will soon be doing the CROP walk
and also working with the Farmington Community Mosque at Crossroads Soup
Kitchen. It was heartwarming to see old and new friends signing up to participate.
I hope you think of these events as a starting point to joining other community
service activities for the summer.

Remember Marilyn Fritz? Marilyn was a long time NCC member. She
sang in the choir, played bells, and was an inspiration for her commitment to
physical activity. Marilyn's son, Bob, has signed up to walk/sponsor in Marilyn's
memory for North during the CROP walk. Thank you Bob! What a great way to
honor your Mom. Remember Sister Liz and Chef Mike from Crossroads? Chef
Mike is coming to work with us on May 5th at Crossroads. Utilizing his excellent
culinary skills, he will be helping us make chicken tortilla soup for the first time
(May 5th is Cinco de Mayo!). The weather app says it's going to be 73 degrees
and sunny on Sunday! Just what we need for a successful and pleasant day
walking to raise money to end hunger worldwide or feeding and clothing those in
need in Detroit.
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I'm excited that North Congregational Church is actively living our mission,
gathering for the worship of God and Service to Humanity. Thank you for your
participation on Sunday, May 5th. Whether you are a CROP walker, a Crossroads
cook, a clothing and hygiene kit distributor, or a financial backer - we can't do this
without you! Know that you have made a difference in the life of someone by
participating in the life of North Church.

Sara Lange, Missions Chairperson

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY BOARD

BOOK GROUP - Wednesday, May 15, at 1:00 p.m.
In person in the church library and on Zoom.

In May we will be reading Absolution by Alice McDermott.

From Amazon: Named a Best Book of the Year by Time, Esquire, Good
Housekeeping, Kirkus Reviews, Los Angeles Times, NPR, Oprah
Daily, Real Simple, and Vogue.

A riveting account of women'’s lives on the margins of the Vietnam War,
from the renowned winner of the National Book Award.

You have no idea what it was like. For us. The women, | mean. The wives.

Book group typically meets the third Wednesday of each month. Check
your weekly church planner for updates on schedule changes.

In June we will be reading Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus. We
will take a break in July and return in August with The Covenant of Water by
Abraham Verghese.
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ANNUAL PROGRAM MEETING AND LUNCH - MAY 19
The Fellowship Board will provide a light lunch following the Program
Meeting on Sunday, May 19", 2024. Come for the meeting and stay for lunch!
PICKLEBALL SESSIONS AT NCC HAVE BEGUN!
Our first sessions of Pickleball were successful & fun! If you are

interested in giving Pickleball a try, please join us on: Tuesday nights
from 6:30-8:30 or Thursday mornings from 10:00 -12:00.

This activity is just for fun. All skill levels are welcome! If you would like
to learn how to play Pickleball this is the perfect place for you!

Any questions please contact Karen Sirovy at karensirovy@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE - JUNE 2nd

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Please be sure to join us on Sunday June 2", following the
church service for the NCC Ice Cream Social. There will be a variety
of sweet treats for children of all ages! Dairy-free options will be
available.

RETIREMENT CELEBRATION - JUNE 2nd

After a long and productive career as the Office
Manager at North Church, Debbie Skindell will be retiring at
the end of June 2024. Please join us in honoring Debbie
during the ice cream social. We would love to recognize
Debbie and send her onto her next chapter with cake, ice
cream and a celebration with our North Church family.
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ASSETS & RESOURCES

North Congregational Church
Year-to-Date Financial Summary as of
March 31, 2024

Percent
Year-to-Date Year-to-Date Difference  Annual
Total Budget'  vs.Budget  Budget
Income
Pledges 28,700 43,675 -34.3% 174,700
Other Income 11,521 13,300 -13.4% 53,200
Operating Income 452,678 56,975 694.5% 227,900
Expenses
Payroll & Benefits 39,883 53,658 -25.7% 214,632
Assets & Resources Min. Board (other) 9,905 28,775 -65.4% 115,100
Utilities and Insurance 12,166 14,025 -13.3% 56,100
Building Maintenance 9,709 14,259 -31.9% 57,035
Grounds Maintenance 13,728 7,300 88.1% 20,200
Office Expenses 3,040 2,300 32.2% 9,200
Diaconate Ministry Board 55 341 -83.9% 1,363
* Education Ministry Board 650 623 4.4% 2,490
Promotions 1,308 1,461 -10.4% 5,842
Fellowship Ministry Board 640 1,125 -43.1% 4,500
* Missions Ministry Board 9,700 0,250 4.9% 37,000
Worship Ministry Board (other) 4,114 3,338 23.3% 13,350
* Music 11,707 8,328 40.6% 33,310
Operating Expenses 116,665 144,781 -19.4% 579,122

Notes
1. Year to date Budget is a pro-rated portion of the annual budget, it is not seasonally adjusted.
2. Actual and Budget are both net of Restricted funds usage, if any.
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Dear North Church Members and Friends,

to the church for my interview with Mark Jensen and council member Don
Fergle, I thought to myself... this church looks pretty impressive, I’m not sure
they’re going to want me. I’'m so happy I was wrong!

I’ve been very fortunate to work for two wonderful ministers long term
and two interim ministers (also pretty great!). Thanks Mark, Mimi, Will and
Chris; and blessed beyond measure in working with and for such a wonderful
group of people. Your warmth and care have meant the world to me.

They say that if you find work that you love, it’s not really work. That is
how I have felt all these years. | have been lucky, and | know it! There are not
many people who can say after 27 years that they love their job.

| have been honored to help you with the work you do as a church, with
each other and in the community. I’ve enjoyed friendship with many here at

with you the weddings, graduations and, the babies who’ve been born(!) You
have all been a second family to me.

I know I will miss working at North - retirement is equally welcome and
scary. | am retiring at the end of June this year. I’'m not sure what the next 20

| spent 21 years with my family, 27 years with my boyfriend-then-husband, and
27 with all of you. So, I look forward to all that the coming years can and will
bring.

I wish all of you continued health and happiness, and success with North
Church. In my notes to Council each December, I’ve always written... it’s been
my pleasure working for and with you. Still true. You have my phone number,
call if you need any help.

With love,
Debbie
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| came to North Church 27 years ago May 12th. When | drove up the drive

North, grieved with you over the losses we’ve shared over the years, and enjoyed

years will bring (well I do know some things), but it appears that’s how I do life.
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