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“God Is With You Wherever You Go”
- Joshua 1:9

NORTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
36520 West Twelve Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Ml 48331

248-848-1750

northcongregationalchurch.org
ncc.churchoffice@gmail.com
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Interim Minister’s Notes,
Rev. Christopher Richards

“Whisper of Truth”

“I have told you these things while I am with you, but the Advocate,
Holy Spirit, whom the Father sends in my name, will teach you
everything and remind you of all that I have taught you.”
John 14: 25

Martin Copenhaver once asked a provocative question: “Who whispered in
your ear when you were young, words that would shape .

the person you would become?” We too, might ask,
whose voice did you hear whispering in your ear?

-

We know in our faith that God whispered in
Jesus' ear, “You are my beloved Son.” We know God
whispered in Mary's ear, “Be not afraid.” God
whispered in the disciples’ ears, “come and follow
me.” We see how their lives were shaped by the voice
of divine affirmation. Our faith teaches us that whispering a good word is of great
importance.

The value of being known by God, being beloved by God is of no small
portion. It can be so difficult in our culture to hear this voice, because there are so
many other voices out there. Yet, this is our work in the Spirit, to Word cast the
knowledge that you/we are beloved. Whisper this good word my friends.

Peace, Chris
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After this past year as Moderator at North Congregational Church | can truly
say that it was a time of change. A Sr. Minister retirement, hiring an Interim
minister, new personnel hired for the office along with searching for a new Sr
Minister has kept many of the folks at NCC very busy. It has been a fun and
fulfilling year to say the least!

Just a few short weeks ago at our annual program meeting a new slate of
board members was chosen. Thank you to all the upcoming board and committee
members for continuing the efforts that make our church a better place for
everyone. | am looking forward to working with everyone again this coming year.
And a big Thank You to the past year’s board and committee members for their
work.

As we head into summer here in Michigan, | look forward to all of the
upcoming warm weather activities us Michiganders enjoy, such as boating,
BBQing and beach time. | hope everyone takes the time to enjoy friends and
family around a campfire, a picnic table, or your own backyard.

Happy Summertime to everyone and thank you for your support in
everything we do and don’t hesitate to contact me or any other officer or board
member with your ideas or questions!

Tim Sirovy,

Moderator
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JUNE MEETINGS

Diaconate — Sunday, June 9, at 11:45 a.m. (Zoom/ In person)
Worship/Education — Sunday, June 9, at 11:45 a.m. (Zoom/In person)
Assets & Resources — Monday, June 10, at 6:30 p.m.

Fellowship — TBD

STAFF EMAIL UPDATES

Bob Plummer has been hired as our new Facilities Coordinator and Financial
Liaison. To reach him with regards to any building, supply or financial matters
please use the email: NCC.FacilityCoordinator@gmail.com.

Jan Henzie will be taking over for Debbie upon Debbie's retirement at the end of
June. Jan will continue to use the NCC.ChurchOffice@gmail.com email for all
office correspondence.

WORSHIP MINISTRY BOARD

LAY READERS...for the month of June

Y
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June 2. Tracey Turner
June 9:  Sherel Shand June 23: Jeff Rockwell
June 16: Abby Turner June 30: Steve Fecht
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APPRECIATION SUNDAY — JUNE 9%

As we celebrate the last day of regular Sunday School and the close of the
year for the Chancel Choir, we'll have a time of celebration and appreciation for
the work of so many dedicated volunteers during the morning worship service. We
will also express gratitude for those who go to meetings, teach Sunday School and
Summer Sunday School, work on the church grounds, serve as lay readers, and
offer hospitality at church meals and services.

USHERS

Usher Orientation will be held on Sunday, June 23,
11:45 a.m. Please plan on attending this meeting to review usher -
and coffee hour procedures. We will be returning to our long-standing past
practice of assigning coffee hour hosts on a rotational basis.
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DIACONATE MINISTRY BOARD

COMMUNION

We will celebrate the sacrament of Communion on Sunday, June 2" during
worship.

to the family of Barbara Cole, who died
Saturday, May 11, 2024. A Celebration of Life Service
and Reception was held at North Congregational
Church on Saturday, May 18, 2024 at 11:00 a.m.

to Kayleigh and Jon Ciccarelli, whose baby
daughter, Giorgia June, was born May 23, 2024, and
passed away on Tuesday, May 28, 2024.

The Memorial Service for Rev. Dr. E. Neil Hunt,
who died Saturday, February 24, 2024, will be held at Meadowbrook
Congregational Church on Saturday, August 3, 2024, at 2:00 p.m., with a
refreshments reception following in their Fellowship Hall.

MISSIONS MINISTRY BOARD

MISSION BENEVOLENCES for the month of June

Please and Thank You, Cass Community Social Services, Days for Girls,
Ecumenical Theological Seminary in Michigan, Farmington YMCA, Common
Ground Sanctuary
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FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY BOARD

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Please be sure to join us on Sunday June 2", following the
church service for the NCC Ice Cream Social. There will be a variety
of sweet treats for children of all ages! Dairy-free options will be
available.

RETIREMENT CELEBRATION - JUNE 2nd

After a long and productive career as the Office
~ Manager at North Church, Debbie Skindell will be retiring at
~ the end of June 2024. Please join us in honoring Debbie
s during the ice cream social. We would love to recognize
Debbie and send her onto her next chapter with cake, ice
cream and a celebration with our North Church family.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP - Thursday, June 13, at 11:00 a.m.

Women’s Fellowship is sponsoring a tour of the exhibit “Jews on Hastings
Street,” which is currently on display at the Detroit Historical Museum. All North
Church and Pine Hill members and friends are invited to attend this event.

The Museum is located at 5401 Woodward Avenue in Detroit. The tour will
begin at 11:00 a.m., lasting about an hour. The entrance fee is $15 per person.
Please make your check payable to North Congregational Church, write Tour in the
memo area, and give it to Liane Jensen or drop it off in the office. Our tour guide
will be Jeannie Weiner, a friend of Liane Jensen. We will arrange carpooling.

Please sign up on the sheet provided in the Narthex and indicate if you
would like to attend the lunch at Babo and if you would like to be a driver. There is
also a waiver that must be signed prior to attending the tour. Paper forms will NOT
be available at the DHM. Questions? Contact Carol Turner or Liane Jensen.

Waiver link:

https://www.jotform.com/sign/241414295767059/invite/01hydp5h
mwb8e3af1b8cb0ac53
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FATHER’S DAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Presented by the Men’s Breakfast Club
Sunday, June 19, 9:30 a.m.

Please join us for a delicious pancake breakfast and fellowship on Father’s Day.
Our menu consists of:

¢ Pancakes - hot off the griddle, with butter and maple syrup,
e Sausages,

e A Fruit tray, and

e Juice, Coffee and Milk

All are welcome! Please sign up on the sheet provided in the Narthex, and indicate
the number of people attending.

BOOK GROUP - Wednesday, June 19, at 1:00 p.m.
In person in the church library and on Zoom.

In June we will be reading Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus.

From Goodreads: #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER -
GOODREADS CHOICE AWARD WINNER ¢ Meet Elizabeth Zott: a
“formidable, unapologetic and inspiring” (PARADE) scientist in 1960s California
whose career takes a detour when she becomes the unlikely star of a beloved TV
cooking show in this novel that is “irresistible, satisfying and full of fuel” (The
New York Times Book Review) and “witty, sometimes hilarious . . . the Catch-22
of early feminism.” (Stephen King, via Twitter)

Book group typically meets the third Wednesday of each month. We will
take a break in July and use the time to get started on our August book, The
Covenant of Water by Abraham Verghese. Check your weekly church planner for
updates on schedule changes.

PICKLEBALL SESSIONS AT NCC!

If you are interested in giving Pickleball a try, please join us on:
Tuesday nights from 6:30-8:30 or Thursday mornings from 10:00-
12:00. This activity is just for fun. All skill levels are welcome! If you
would like to learn how to play Pickleball this is the perfect place for
you! Any questions please contact Karen Sirovy, Karensirovy@gmail.com
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