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“God Is With You Wherever You Go”
- Joshua 1:9

NORTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
36520 West Twelve Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Ml 48331

248-848-1750

northcongregationalchurch.org
ncc.churchoffice@gmail.com
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Interim Minister’s Notes,
Rev. Christopher Richards

“And God rested on the seventh day and hallowed it.” Genesis

In Genesis, God “hallows” the seventh day, a day so special that God did
nothing. Walter Brueggemann, biblical theologian wrote tongue and cheek, that the
God of the Hebrews took a day off and said: “I am not going into work today. I am
taking the day off. I've worked hard and now | want to put my feet up and enjoy
what I've created.”

Bible

ot thShua He_s]::_he}i Jew1shfsch$ar, wr(;)te:f ?n t_lie Crecation
abbath we specifically care for the need of eternity o Day 7

planted in our own souls.” John Calvin, reformer of our | covein day. e

faith tradition wrote: “On the Sabbath we cease our [rested frome all the

. \‘.:' MyLabe sygeqy
work, so God can work in us.” worRial Rrerting
that he had dowe."

Summer in Michigan is a time to unwind, sit back
and enjoy the created world around us! Let’s enjoy the
Sabbath day, hallow it, rest in it and let God's Holy Spirit
do a good work in us. As well, come and receive the
good words with fellow travelers in the faith as we gather each summer Sunday to
enjoy in worship here at North. A minister once remarked, “we work and vacation
better when we work and rest together.” Amen!

Pastor Chris
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SPECIAL NOTES ON SUMMERTIME WORSHIP

July 7 Worship, Soloist, Message: “Washington, Liberty and Humility”
NO Summer Sunday School on July 7

July 14 Worship, String Quartet, Soloist, Message: “The Wonder of
Imagination”

July 20 Blessing of the Animals, 10 AM (Saturday)

July 21 Worship, Soloist, Message: “Reforming Imagination”

July 28 Worship, Soloist, Message: “Critical Advice”

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS, SATURDAY, JULY 20 AT 10:00 A.M.

We plan to hold the blessing service in the courtyard, weather permitting. In
case of rain, we’ll be in Fellowship Hall. This blessing service will be about 35
minutes, as we wish to respect everyone’s attention spans!

A few notes for the curious! We ask that all dogs be on
a leash. We will have a designated bathroom area outdoors for
dogs. Cats attending need to be in a cat carrier. Children are
invited to bring their stuffed animals to be blessed. If you’d prefer to bring a photo
of your pet (rather than in pet presence), that’s fine too! A sign-up sheet is available
in the Link for you and your pet(s). Each pet will receive a certificate of blessing.
Sandy Greer is making pet treats!

JULY MEETINGS
There are no meetings in July.

STAFF EMAIL UPDATES

Bob Plummer has been hired as our new Facilities Coordinator and
Financial Liaison. To reach him with regards to any building, supply or financial
matters please use the email: NCC.FacilityCoordinator@gmail.com.

Jan Henzie will be taking over for Debbie upon Debbie's retirement at the
end of June. Jan will continue to use the NCC.ChurchOffice@gmail.com email for
all office correspondence.
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WORSHIP MINISTRY BOARD

LAY READERS...for the month of July

)\

I

July 7:  Kevin Gromley July 21: Tim Sirovy
July 14: Sherel Shand July 28: Nancy Scott

USHERS...for the month of July %

July 7. Team C - Art Laner, Pat Lanier, Sara Lange, Pete Shand

July 14: Team D - Mark Bowden, Sue Bowden, Jan Henzie, Jeff Rockwell
July 21: Team A - Greg Fernandes, Sandy Greer, Frank Murray

July 28: Team B - Steve Ekizian, Kevin Gromley, Tom Modick, Lee Poese

I

COFFEE HOSTS...for the month of July

July 7:  Greg Fernandes, Sandy Greer
July 14: Steve Ekizian, Sandy Greer
July 21: Art Lanier, Pat Lanier

July 28: Mark Bowden, Sue Bowden

DIACONATE MINISTRY BOARD

The Memorial Service for Rev. Dr. E. Neil Hunt, who died Saturday,
February 24, 2024, will be held at Meadowbrook Congregational Church on
Saturday, August 3, 2024, at 2:00 p.m., with a refreshments reception following
in their Fellowship Hall.

to Lynn Lotoczky and family, on the death of her mother, Helen Roberts, on
June 18, 2024.
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MISSIONS MINISTRY BOARD

MISSION BENEVOLENCES for the month of July

Congregational Library, Farmington/Farmington Hills Meals on Wheels,
Olivet College, CARES Food Cupboard

ASSETS AND RESOURCES

As you may have heard, Bob Plummer has taken over as the new Facility
Coordinator. Please contact him by calling the church or emailing him
at ncc.FacilityCoodinator@gmail.com.

As far as our building goes — the Assets & Resources Board continues to
monitor maintenance needs. Think about an older house that’s 2,000 sq. feet, and
all the maintenance that goes along with it. Well, our almost-30-year-old church
Is over 30,000 sq. feet and with that age and size come bigger (and expensive)
projects. Our parking lot is in bad shape and our HVAC is aging. We’re keeping
an eye on those, as well as numerous other smaller projects (painting, bricks
cracking, etc.). On the good side — we did complete a much-needed carpet
cleaning of our main hallway and office areas.

Our building continues to be a popular rental choice for a variety of outside

groups and church members. Our Board’s goal is to make North Church a safe,
comfortable and inviting place for worship and many other activities.

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY BOARD

MEN’S BREAKFAST CLUB

A group of North Church Men meet every other
Tuesday for breakfast at Moe’s on Ten, at 9:00 a.m. They
will be meeting this month on Tuesday, July 9th and 23rd.
If you would like to join them, please contact Tom Modick at moto126@aol.com.
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BOOK GROUP - Wednesday, August 21 at 1:00 p.m.
In person in the church library and on Zoom.

Book group typically meets the third Wednesday of each month. We will
take a break in July and use the time to get started on our August book, The
Covenant of Water by Abraham Verghese. Check your weekly church planner for
updates on schedule changes.

PICKLEBALL SESSIONS AT NCC!

If you are interested in giving Pickleball a try, please join us on:
Tuesday nights from 6:30-8:30 or Thursday mornings from 10:00 -
12:00. This activity is just for fun. All skill levels are welcome!

If you would like to learn how to play Pickleball, this is the perfect place
for you! Any questions please contact Karen Sirovy, Karensirovy@gmail.com.
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