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“God Is With You Wherever You Go”
- Joshua 1:9

NORTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

36520 West Twelve Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Ml
48331

248-848-1750

northcongregationalchurch.org
ncc.churchoffice@gmail.com
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INTERIM MINISTER’S NOTES

Much like the three persons of the Trinity, we see each other from a
relational place and discover important connections. God lives in
community, so too are we called together. That’s what the body of Christ is
all about. | recall reading a few years back, a wonderful quote that speaks
volumes of this relational ethic for the church:

“Take only your share. Clean up after yourself. Leave the home in good
repair for future generations.” In other words, | pray we all continue to find
opportunities of giving more than we receive. Personally, | believe this
church practices this ethic every day.

Now, following our interim period, we're saying goodbye, but it seems not
that long ago we said hello. Greetings are sprinkled with promise; yet
saying goodbye is more of a challenge, but important as we leave one place
for something new. Soon, you'll be sharing ministry with your newly called
Settled Pastor Lennox Fisher, to whom you’ll appreciate and welcome new
chapters of growth and community. God, the originator of relationships, will
walk with you all! Exciting times!

A thousand thanks to you all, for opening your lives, souls and hearts. May
you continue to grow in the One whose love is so expansive, and grace
filled.

With gratitude and peace, thank you!

Pastor Chris, Martha and Beckham
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MODERATOR NOTES

The big news here at North Church is the official calling of our new Sr.
Minister. Welcome Pastor Lennox Fisher to North! It was a long and
arduous process—nbut it is the Congregational way, and we are appreciative
of the input and support along the way. Pastor Lennox will be working with
our current staff as he transitions into his new role.

Pastor Lennox’s first day in the pulpit coincides with our annual Rally Day
on September 8™. Interim Pastor Chris and Pastor Lennox will be leading
our worship that day. Returning to a menu from the past, we will be serving
hot dogs and hamburgers after worship—please plan to join us that day.
Games and activities for kids and adults will also be happening.

A special thank you to Kevin Gromley and the entire Search Committee for
their efforts over the past 20+ months!

| want to give a huge thank you and say job well done to Rev. Chris
Richards these past 8+ months. We are very grateful for his leadership,
guidance and support. A better interim we could not have had!

Pine Hill Congregational Church is coming up on their one-year anniversary
of being part of our community. To celebrate this time with us they will be
donating a Michigan native Pine Tree to plant on the grounds. They have
been a welcome addition to many activities, and we look forward to working
with them on additional Fellowship, Worship and Mission events. Look for
more information on this in the coming weeks.

Welcome back to the choir and a new church year. The positive changes
continue, and we are thankful for everyone’s support and commitment here
at North Church.

Enjoy the last long weekend of the summer and we look forward to seeing
everyone on Sundays.

Tim Sirovy
Moderator
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SEPTEMBER MEETINGS
Assets & Resources — Monday, September 9 at 6:30 PM (zoom)

Worship & Education Ministry Board — Tuesday, September 3 at 6:30 PM
(zoom)

Diaconate Ministry Board — Tuesday, September 3 at 6:30 PM (zoom)
Fellowship Board — Thursday, September 12 at 6:30 PM (zoom)

WORSHIP MINISTRY BOARD

LAY READERS...for the month of September

September 1:  Paul Cooper
September 8: Abby Turner
September 15: Jeff Rockwell
September 22: David Moan
September 29: Steve Fecht
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USHERS...for the month of September

September 1: Team C - Art Lanier, Pat Lanier, Sara Lange, Pete Shand

September 8: Team D - Mark Bowden, Sue Bowden, Jan Henzie, Jeff
Rockwell

September 15: Team A - Greg Fernandes, Sandy Greer, Frank Murray

September 22: Team B - Steve Ekizian, Kevin Gromley, Tom Modick, Lee
Poese

September 29: Team C - Art Lanier, Pat Lanier, Sara Lange, Pete Shand

COFFEE HOSTS...for the month of September

September 1: Greg Fernandes and Frank Murray
September 8: Steve Ekizian and Kevin Gromley
September 15: Art Lanier and Pat Lanier
September 22: Mark Bowden and Sue Bowden
September 29: Sandy Greer
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FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY BOARD
Rally Day

Just a reminder. Rally Day is September 8, 2024! This year the Men’s
Breakfast Fellowship Group will serve as grill masters. Burgers, hotdogs,
coleslaw, potato salad and desserts will be on the menu. A variety of
games will also be available. If you would like to contribute a dessert, a
sign-up sheet is on the table in the Narthex.

Trunk or Treat

Werewolves and vampires, ghosts and goblins, witches and warlocks and
many more interesting characters will be some of the sights to see and
mingle with at North Church’s Annual Trunk or Treat event on Sunday,
October 27, 2024. There will be a light lunch served
before we head to our vehicles or tables (depending T-u K

on the weather). Come and join us for a hauntingly “‘5__,9;‘ —d

good time! 7 A

EUCHRE PARTY

All you Euchre enthusiasts, mark your calendars for Friday, November 8 for
a fun-filled evening of cards, food and fellowship. Danny and Susie
Hawkins will be the hosts. We will gather at 6:30 pm and Euchre will begin
at 7:00 pm. The entry fee is $5 and remember that a
euchre will cost you 50 cents each occurrence. Bring a
dish to pass and plenty of quarters.

A sign-up sheet will be posted a few weeks prior to the
event.

NEEACEACEAEEACEACE

hA <O>><X<o>><X<o>><X<o»XX<O>XX<O>XX<O>X><<O>XX<WX><@>X>@O> pd




MISSION BENEVOLENCES for the month of September

Starr Commonwealth, Interfaith Leadership Council of Metropolitan Detroit,
Farmington Neighbor House and Crossroads

BOOK GROUP

We will meet on Wednesday, September 18 at 1 PM in the church library
and on zoom.

September’s selection is The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon.

“A gripping historical mystery inspired by the life and diary of Martha
Ballard, a renowned 18" century midwife who defied the legal system and
wrote herself into American history.”

Book Group meets the first Wednesday of each month. Check the weekly
church planner for updates on schedule changes. Looking ahead:
October—Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt. November—
The Women by Kristin Hannah. December—Everything | Learned, |
Learned in a Chinese Restaurant by Curtis Chin.

Book Group is a welcoming group of people who enjoy agreeing and
disagreeing about the books we read. We always learn something from
each other and laugh a lot in the process. We choose a variety of authors
and genres. Books are suggested by members and chosen by discussion
and vote. If you are interested in learning more about Book Group, please
talk to Celeste Schwartz or any member of the group. We would love to
have you.

MEN’S BREAKFAST CLUB

A group of North Church Men meet every other
Tuesday for breakfast at Moe’s on Ten, at 9:00 AM.
They will be meeting this month on Tuesday,
September 3" and September 17th. If you would like
to join them, please contact Tom Modick at motol26@aol.com.
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PICKLEBALL SESSIONS AT NCC

If you are interested in giving pickleball a try, please join us on
Tuesday nights from 6:30-8:30 or Thursday mornings from
10:00-12:00. This activity is just for fun. All skill levels are
welcome!

If you would like to learn how to play pickleball, this is the
perfect place for you! Any questions please contact Karen
Sirovy, Karensirovy@agmail.com.

MISSIONS BOARD

Lots of volunteer opportunities this fall with the Missions Board! Hope you
can join us for a few of our events.

Fleece and Thank You - September 22

We will be cutting and tying a fleece blanket for Fleece and Thank you
during coffee hour. These blankets are distributed to children in Michigan
hospitals and northern Ohio during their admission to the hospital for care.
We will be taking a video which is attached to the blanket, so the recipient
of our blanket will see a special get well wish from North Church.

Mission Week - October 13-20

North Church will be partnering with the Pine Hill Congregation to collect
and distribute winter coats, hats and socks to those in need in our own
neighborhood of Farmington, Farmington Hills and West Bloomfield. This
activity is organized with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
near North Farmington High School. North and Pine Hill are currently
collecting clean, gently used coats, hats and mittens, along with new socks.
We will need people to transport coats from North to the CIJCLDS church,
we will need volunteers to set up the clothing, and to distribute the clothing
and clean up from the event October 15-19th. Look for sign up sheets in
the Narthex and listen in church for news of this
upcoming event.
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We also will be serving our usual Crossroads lunch on October 20th along
with the Muslim Community Mosque. Please start bringing in hygiene
items to church and place them in the storage room next to the library. We
will be assembling hygiene kits on October 13th during coffee hour. Sign-
up sheets will be in the Narthex starting Rally Sunday.

Forgotten Harvest - November 2 at 1 pm-4 pm

If you would like to volunteer to work at Forgotten Harvest along with
members of SEMACC, please speak with Kevin Gromley, the SEMACC
Missions Chair. This was a fun event we did earlier this past year and
promises to be another rewarding day of volunteering.

Talk to any of the Missions Board committee members for details. We hope
to be working with you!

Carolyn and Mark Payne, Linda Cooper, Jeff Rockwell, Becky Smathers,
Steve Plummer and Sara Lange
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