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“See, | am making all things new.”
- Revelation 21:5
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48331

248-848-1750

northcongregationalchurch.org
ncc.churchoffice@gmail.com
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A WORD FROM OUR SENIOR MINISTER

What a joy it is to be called to a congregation that is so welcoming!
| have felt the love of authentic welcome from the you, the people
of North Church, even before my first day. My introduction to this
welcome was first from the members of the Search Committee
who invited me as a candidate with such warmth and hospitality. |
looked forward to each successive meeting in the process, either
online or in person, because | felt so acknowledged, appreciated
and accepted by Kevin and the Committee. | was certainly drawn
to consider North in my calling because of this authentic welcome.
That warm welcome continued from the entire congregation at the
Candidate service, the first days in the office with Jan and Bob and
the Rally Day Service on September 8. Thank you for calling me
to this ministry and welcoming me with open arms and hearts.
Thank you for the reception after Rally Day service with the
beautiful cake, excellent bbg, and great conversation. Being a
church of authentic welcome is essential to our covenant of
following Jesus in God’s love. | am so blessed to be the Pastor of
North Church that welcomes so abundantly.

What a joy it is to be called to a congregation that is so worshipful!
The first foundation of our mission statement is that we gather to
worship God, and do we ever with such excellence in both music
and word. As a lifelong musician, | am overjoyed to be joining a
church that excels in the musical arts for the glory of God. We are
blessed to have Laurie, Pat and our choir and soloists who
prepare beautiful, meaningful music for our worship together.

We are also blessed by the excellence of our lay readers who
contribute their hearts and voices with prayers and scripture
readings. These gifts of music and word are our weekly offerings
to God in worship together. | am so blessed to be the Pastor of
North Church that worships so abundantly.
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What a joy it is to be called to a congregation that is so giving!

The second foundation of our mission statement is that we gather
for service to humanity. | am so blessed to be called in ministry to
a congregation that prioritizes the mission of giving to our fellow
human beings, both here in metro Detroit and around the world.
Already | have seen this giving in action and | am eager to join in!
With our October mission month in full swing, we again have
opportunity to come together to give so that others may thrive.

Our covenant declares that we cooperate with one another
because of the teaching of Jesus that we are to love our neighbors
as ourselves. North Church demonstrates this love through our
generous giving and service, and | am delighted to join in that
good work. | am so blessed to the Pastor of North Church that
gives so abundantly.

Pastor Lennox

»

Lennox with his cockapoo Nova
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MODERATOR NOTES

The burgers and hot dogs were delicious! Fellowship Board did a
great job on Rally Day with the menu — it was great to have the
North Church grills going with a special thanks to the Men’s
Breakfast Club for manning the grills. | know everyone there
enjoyed the day.

October 6th is an important day in the life of North Church as we
look to officially welcome Pastor Lennox Fisher into our
congregation. He will be received into the membership during the
service by our Diaconate Board. We are looking forward to this
wonderful event.

Looking to October we continue to have many activities and
opportunities to be involved in at North Church. Missions Board
continues to collect coat donations working with Pine Hill folks.

Look for more details on how you can help move the coats along.
They will also be putting hygiene kits together on Oct 13 in
Fellowship Hall.

October also starts our Stewardship campaign. Special
announcements during worship will highlight the many good things
everyone here at NCC are involved in. The weather is starting to
feel fall-like. Color changes, cooler nights, FOOTBALL and flannel
shirts all contribute to my favorite season!

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 For everything there is a season, and a time
for every matter under heaven.

Tim Sirovy
Moderator
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OCTOBER MEETINGS

Diaconate Ministry Board — Tuesday, October 8 at 6:30 PM
(Zoom)

Worship & Education Ministry Board — Sunday, October 13 at
11:45 AM

Fellowship Board — Sunday, October 13 at 11:45 AM

Assets & Resources — Monday, October 14 at 6:30 PM (Zoom)

WORSHIP MINISTRY BOARD
LAY READERS...for the month of September
October 6: Bob Plummer
October 13: Jan Henzie

October 20: Kevin Gromley
October 27: Frank Murray
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USHERS...for the month of October

October 6: Team D - Mark Bowden, Sue Bowden, Jan Henzie,
Jeff Rockwell

October 13: Team A - Greg Fernandes, Sandy Greer, Frank
Murray

October 20: Team B - Steve Ekizian, Kevin Gromley, Tom
Modick, Lee Poese

October 27: Team C - Art Lanier, Pat Lanier, Sara Lange, Pete
Shand

COFFEE HOSTS...for the month of October

October 6:  Tom Modick and Lee Poese
October 13: Sara Lange and Pete Shand
October 20: Jan Henzie and Jeff Rockwell
October 27: Greg Fernandes and Frank Murray
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DIACONATE BOARD

Please join us on October 6 as we celebrate Communion during
worship service. As this is our first Communion service since
Reverend Lennox Fisher was called as our Senior Minister, we
will also be receiving him into active membership during service
that day. If you would also like to become an active member of
North Church, October 6 is an opportunity for you to officially join
us. Please let Pastor Lennox know by October 3 if you are
interested or have any questions about membership.

In addition, please remember to let the office know if you are
aware of someone who would appreciate a Circle of Care card
on any given Sunday. This can be for a specific occasion or
simply “thinking of you”. Jan Henzie can be reached at
ncc.churchoffice@gmail.com, or you can drop a note on her desk
at church.

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY BOARD

EUCHRE PARTY - Friday, November 8 at 6:30 p.m.

Join us for a fun evening of low-pressure Euchre at Susie and
Danny Hawkins’ home in Walled Lake. Beginners are welcome,
we’ll have a beginner/refresher lesson
at 6:15 p.m. Bring a food item to
share, $5 per person for prizes and
several quarters for the pot in case

HT you get euchred.
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TRICK OR TREAT - October 27
North Church will host what has
become the annual Halloween
tradition of Trick or Treat. The
Fellowship Ministry Board has
decided to abandon the Trunk or
Treat event in the parking lot for a
more community-oriented celebration inside the church. The
turnout at last year’s event exceeded our expectations and we
hope for the same this year. Walking tacos and other tasty items
will be served during coffee hour after the worship service. Trick
or Treat will begin about 12 noon.

Donations of candy are needed, as well as volunteers to staff the
candy stations. A sign-up sheet will be available in the Narthex in
early October. If anyone is unable to sign up in person, please
feel free to contact the church office.

Hope you can join us for what will be a hauntingly good time!

MISSION BENEVOLENCES for the month of October
Starr Commonwealth, Interfaith Leadership Council of
Metropolitan Detroit, Farmington Neighbor House and Crossroads

MISSION BOARD

Our theme this year at North is "See, | am making all things
new". To me, this saying from Revelations is a promise for
change, making things better. We here at North Church have a
great opportunity to help in making all things new during Mission
Week, October 13-20. We will be packing hygiene kits for the
clients of Crossroads on Sunday, Oct 13 during coffee hour.
Please bring in your soaps, shampoos, razors, toothpastes, etc.
so that we can have many hands to make light work.
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Speaking of many hands, how would you like to be part of the
volunteers needed to move the 500 coats out of North Church,
and transport them over to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints (CJCLDS)? Our own Mark Bowden will be driving a
U-Haul truck to North, so that we can fill it up with all those coats
in our church, and we need your help to load them into the truck,
and then drive over to the CJCLDS at 13 Mile and Farmington to
unload the coats. Please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex if
you are available. We will meet at North on Tuesday, Oct 15, at 4
p.m.

How about helping with sorting and distributing the coats to those
in need in the Farmington, Farmington Hills and West Bloomfield
areas? Coats will be sorted Wednesday, Oct 16, and distributed
Thursday Oct 17 and Friday Oct 18. Clean up will be Saturday
Oct 19. We have been asked to use SignUpGenius to let them
know how many hours you can work, and what days. Please ask
me or Linda Ketterer (Pine Hill) for assistance.

Last, but certainly not least, how about working at Crossroads on
Sunday, October 20? We will be partnering with the Farmington
Community Mosque and will be feeding between 500-550
people. | haven't quite come up with the menu yet, but rest
assured it will be delicious! Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.

A few hours here, a few hours there can truly make a difference in
making all things new. Consider working with others from North,
and from churches, temples and mosques around our area

during Missions Week. | look forward to seeing you sometime
during October 13-20!

Sara Lange
Missions Board Chair 2024-2025
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FORGOTTEN HARVEST

The SEMACC Missions Committee is organizing a reprise local
mission event. It will be November 2 at the Forgotten Harvest
warehouse on 8 Mile. This will be the afternoon shift, 1-4 p.m.
so participants should plan to be there by 12:50 p.m.

The link below has information regarding clothing, jewelry, etc.
Everyone will need to register with Forgotten Harvest online --
they will send us a registration link closer to the event.

If you are interested send Kevin Gromley gromk@aol.com an
email with your name(s) and email (if different from the sending
email). We have 30 slots, so they will be allocated based on first
come / first served.

Thanks! It should be a good way to embrace the Thanksgiving
season.

THANK YOU

To the Executive Council and members of North LA A4
Congregational Church, thank you for the gift WK
card presented to me on September 8. Very u
much appreciated! (o Bless lous
Tve Vv

Also, to everyone who gave us cards and good
wishes, please accept our deepest gratitude. It has been a
pleasure to work together, make new friendships and serve North.

Chris and Martha Richards
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MEN’S BREAKFAST CLUB

A group of North Church Men meet every pga: r
other Tuesday for breakfast at Moe’s on Ten, . ¢
at 9:00 AM. They will be meeting this month
on Tuesday, September 3" and September
17th. If you would like to join them, please
contact Tom Modick at motol26@aol.com.

bid

" IMEN'S

BREAKFAST

PICKLEBALL SESSIONS AT NCC
If you are interested in giving pickleball a try, please join us on
Tuesday nights from 6:30-8:30 or Thursday mornings
from 10:00-12:00. This activity is just for fun. All skill
levels are welcome!

If you would like to learn how to play pickleball, this is
the perfect place for you! Any questions please contact Karen
Sirovy, Karensirovy@gmail.com.

FALL TREE SPRUCE UP DAY, October 12, 10 a.m. — noon

We are looking for a few volunteers to help
with some light landscaping work. Many of
the trees around the church have unwanted
{ growth (commonly referred to as ‘suckers’)
growing at their bases. This not only limits
the tree’s ability to grow and stay healthy,
but it also looks bad! Our work will be to
clear these growths away, along with trimming any dead, low
branches. We will not be doing any upper tree trimming. We will
put what we can in compost bags and pile the bigger stuff up for
haul away. Compost bags and some tools provided. Bring your
own work gloves or any other tools you think may help. Sign up is
in the Narthex or you can send an email to Bob Plummer at
ncc.FacilityCoordinator@gmail.com
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BOOK GROUP
We will meet on Wednesday, October 16 at 1 PM in the church
library and on Zoom.

October’s selection is New York Times Bestseller, Remarkably
Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt.

“Remarkably Bright Creatures is a beautiful examination of
how loneliness can be transformed,
cracked open, with the slightest touch
from another living thing.” -- Kevin
Wilson, author of Nothing to See Here

For fans of A Man Called Ove, a
charming, witty and compulsively
readable exploration of friendship, reckoning, and hope that
traces a widow's unlikely connection with a giant Pacific
octopus

Book group meets the third Wednesday of each month. Check the
weekly church planner for updates on schedule changes. Looking
ahead: November—The Women by Kristin Hannah. December—

Everything | Learned, | Learned in a Chinese Restaurant by Curtis
Chin.
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