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A WORD FROM OUR SENIOR MINISTER 

In his first letter to the church in Thessaloniki, Saint Paul 
encouraged the believers to "rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
and to give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you."  
 

These verses could be the official 
scripture of November. This month 
begins and ends with gratitude. We 
commence November with All 
Saints Day, as we remember and 
give thanks for all the blessed 
saints of God who have been 
faithful in the way of Jesus. We 
conclude the beautiful Autumn 
month with our national day of 
Thanksgiving, expressing gratitude 
for all of God's rich blessings at 
home and across our land.  
 
Here at North Congregational 
Church, we are thankful for all the 
saints of God in the history of the 
church universal and especially 

those friends and family in the life 
of this congregation whose lives of 
faithfulness laid the foundation for 
our faith community today.  

 
On All Saints Sunday, November 3, we will read aloud the names 
of those members and friends who have died this past year. We 
will hold these dear loved ones in our memory and hearts, trusting 
that God is the resurrection and the life in Jesus the Christ.  

This is me & my amazing brother 
Zachary at Halloween a few years 
ago. He was Skeleton and I was a 
kilted Brewmaster! 
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We are the Pilgrim People, so in late November we celebrate the 
migration of our Congregational ancestors to the Americas in 
search of a new home in freedom. As we continue to live in the 
rich tradition of faith, freedom and fellowship, we will gather on 
November 24 to enjoy our wonderful chili, celebrate family and 
friends, and "thank we our God with hearts and hands and 
voices."  
 
We give thanks not only with our voices, but also with our 
resources. Stewardship Sunday is November 10, and let us all 
pledge to give joyfully to the work of God at North Church. 
Financial giving an equal part of our worship of gratitude to the 
God who gives so generously through creation, the person of 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit within. Out of God's abundance, God 
gives with love and joy. Let us also give in that same joyous and 
loving spirit that North Church may continue to be an integral part 
of the Body of Christ in Farmington Hills, southeast Michigan and 
all around God's world.  
 
Friends, we are all called by 
God to be saints — following 
the way of Jesus for the 
good of God's world. Let us 
take to heart the wisdom of 
Saint Paul to always be 
rejoicing, always be praying, 
and always be giving thanks 
in every circumstance. This 
is God's dream for the world 
in Christ!  
 
Pastor Lennox 

 
 
 

Here is Pastor Lennox in costume again, 
this time with both brothers Andrew and 
Zachary as Knights of the Royal Realm. 
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CARING FOR OUR CHURCH 

On October 12, members of the church trimmed trees and 
beautified our church property.  

We are so grateful to all who volunteered. 
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MEN’S BREAKFAST  

HALLOWEEN MEMORIES 
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NOVEMBER MEETINGS 

Worship & Education Ministry Board – Sunday, November 10 at 
11:45 AM (hybrid) 
Assets & Resources – Monday, November 11 at 6:30 PM (Zoom) 
Diaconate Ministry Board – Tuesday, November 12 at 6:30 PM   
(Zoom) 
Fellowship Board – Sunday, November 17 at 11:45 AM  
 

WORSHIP MINISTRY BOARD 
 

LAY READERS for the month of November 
 
 November 3:     Jeff Rockwell 
 November 10:   Susie Hawkins 
 November 17:   Tim Sirovy 
 November 24:   David Moan 
 

USHERS for the month of November 
 
November 3:   Team D - Mark Bowden, Sue Bowden, Jan Henzie, 
                                       Jeff Rockwell 
November 10: Team A - Greg Fernandes, Sandy Greer, Frank 
                                        Murray 
November 17: Team B - Steve Ekizian, Kevin Gromley, Tom 
                                        Modick, Lee Poese  
November 24: Team C - Art Lanier, Pat Lanier, Sara Lange, Pete 
                                        Shand 
 

COFFEE HOSTS for the month of November 
 
November 3:    Steve Ekizian and Kevin Gromley 
November 10:  Art and Pat Lanier  
November 17:  Mark and Sue Bowden 
November 24:  Sandy Greer 

spring plants. Orders are now being taken. Please complete the form below and  
return it with your payment to: 

  

North Congregational Church 
36520 W. Twelve Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI  48331 

         
               The deadline for placing orders is Monday, April 6, 2020.  
  

  

********************************* 
  

ORDER FORM 

  

         I wish to place an Easter plant in our Sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 
12th. I have checked the plant(s) desired and enclose a check for the correct 
amount, made out to North Congregational Church.  
  

                                                    

            Plants                             Price                      
  
                        _______ Lily                  $10.00              

          _______ Tulip                $10.00 

            (Variety of colors)                                      
  
  

                                     The bulletin insert should read: 

  
A gift from: _______________________________________________ 

 In memory of: 

_____________________________________________ 

 In honor of: 

_______________________________________________ 

 In celebration of:  

__________________________________________ 
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS  
Be sure to set your clocks back for an hour on 
the evening of Saturday, November 2! 
 
 
 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY BOARD 
 

EUCHRE PARTY 
All you Euchre enthusiasts, mark your calendars for Friday, 
November 8 for a fun-filled evening of cards, food and fellowship.  
Danny and Susie Hawkins will be our hosts.  We will gather at 
6:30 PM and Euchre will begin at 
7:00.  The entry fee is $5.00 and 
remember that a euchre will cost you 
50 cents for each occurrence.  Bring 
a dish to pass and plenty of 
quarters. A sign-up sheet is in the 
Narthex.  
 
HERITAGE SUNDAY – CHILI/SOUP/DESSERT COOK-OFF 
On Sunday, November 24th, we as Congregationalists will 
celebrate our long-standing heritage with the annual 
Chili/Soup/Dessert Cook-off. This is an opportunity to showcase 
your culinary talents as a chef or baker. There will be trophies 
awarded in each category. That being said, we need last years’ 
winner to return their trophies to the church office before 
November 24th.   

 
A sign-up sheet will be posted in the Narthex, so please let us 
know what tasty creation you are making. All are welcome of 
course, but the more entries the better! 
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MISSON BOARD 
 

This is Andrea Dean, Donor Relations Coordinator at Church 
World Services (CWS). I saw your generous gift of $1,000 
yesterday for hurricane response. We are so grateful for your  

Compassion in the face of Hurricanes Helene and Milton! 
 
Either way, I want to share that your support is empowering 
Outreach to some of the most vulnerable communities affected by 
these devastating storms. We’ve sent thousands of Cleanup 
Buckets, Hygiene Kits and other supplies to partners in Florida 
And North Carolina. 
 
CWS has a proven history of providing 
technical and financial assistance to 
communities during the months and 
years after a disaster. For both of these storms, we will be there 
for the long haul as these communities rebuild and your support 
makes this possible—thank you! 
 
Warm regards, 
Andrea 

 
MISSION BENEVOLENCES for the month of November                                                                                                                  
Farmington/Farmington Hills Community Foundation and Mission 
Mazahua (Mexico) 
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CROSSROADS 
 

Serving our friends and neighbors at Crossroads in Detroit with 
our partners from Farmington Community Mosque. 
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MEN’S BREAKFAST CLUB 
 

A group of North Church Men meet every other Tuesday for 
breakfast at Moe’s on Ten, at 9:00 AM.  They will be meeting this 
month on Tuesday, November 12 and November  26. If you 
would like to join them, please contact Tom Modick at 
moto126@aol.com. 
 

PICKLEBALL 
 

If you are interested in giving pickleball a try, 
please join us on Tuesday nights from 6:30-
8:30 PM or Thursday mornings from 10:00-
12:00. This activity is just for fun.  All skill 
levels are welcome!  
 

If you would like to learn how to play pickleball, this is the perfect 
place for you! Any questions please contact Karen Sirovy, 
Karensirovy@gmail.com 
 

BOOK GROUP 
 

Wednesday, November 20 at PM in person in the church library 
and on Zoom.  
 
November’s selection is The Women by Kristin Hannah 
From kristinhannah.com-- “From master storyteller Kristin 
Hannah, #1 New York Times bestselling author of The 
Nightingale and The Four Winds, comes the story of a turbulent, 
transformative era in America: the 1960s. The Women is that 
rarest of novels―at once an intimate portrait of a woman coming 
of age in a dangerous time and an epic tale of a nation divided by 



 11 
 

war and broken by politics, of a generation both fueled by dreams 
and lost on the battlefield.” 
 
Book group meets the third Wednesday of each month. Check the 
weekly church planner for updates on schedule changes. Looking 
ahead: December—Everything I Learned, I Learned in a Chinese 
Restaurant by Curtis Chin.  January—James by Percival Everett. 
For questions about book group please talk to Celeste 
Schwartz, celeste.neuf@gmail.com or any member of book 
group.  We would love to have you join us. 
 

CHRISTMAS CONFECTIONS 
 

The Women’s Fellowship is pleased to announce the always 
popular Christmas Confections event!  This year features the 
musical stylings of Laurie Meeker, Jim Wilking and David Bauer 
and welcome music by Pat Butler. After the entertainment in the 
Sanctuary, dessert will be served in Fellowship Hall.  Mark your 
calendars. 

Friday, December 6, 2024 
7:00 PM 

North Congregational Church 
 
Everyone is invited and there is no 
charge, but we suggest that each guest 
bring a pair or package of socks for 
school-aged children (K-12). All 
donations will go to Oakland County 
Foster Closet. 
 
A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex beginning Sunday, 
November 10 to help us with our planning. You can also contact 
the church office (248) 848-1750 to RSVP. Take several of the 
flyers and invite your family, friends and neighbors. We look 
forward to seeing you!  
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    TRICK OR TREAT FUN! 
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ADOPT-A-FAMILY 
 

Women’s Fellowship is once again organizing North Church’s 
Adopt-A-Family project, and we need your participation. This has 
been well-loved philanthropy supported by our congregation for 
many years, and this year the need to help area families is as 
great as ever. 
 
We are obtaining the names of two families 
this Christmas from Neighborhood House. A 
bulletin board display containing tags and 
sign-up sheets noting each recipient is being 
created. The display will be in the Link 
November 17, 24 and if needed, December 
1. Your job is to do the Christmas shopping by signing up to 
purchase a gift and taking the corresponding tag. The 
unwrapped gift should be returned to church with its tag and gift 
receipt attached on November 24, December 1 or 8.  
 
This can be a great activity to do as a family, or on your own.  
Women’s Fellowship will be wrapping and delivering the gifts 
before Christmas. If you cannot go shopping, but would still like to 
participate, a manila envelope will be put on the bulletin board 
where cash or check donations will thankfully be accepted.  
 
Please consider being part of the North Church Adopt-A-Family 
project. Help share our holiday blessings gratefully with our 
neighbors and those in need. 
 
Thank you. 
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  MORE HALLOWEEN FUN! 
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WINTER CLOTHING MINISTRY 
 

Thank you to all the members of Pine Hill and North 
Congregational Churches who were able to volunteer at the Free 
Winter Clothing Distribution last week at The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints (CJCLDS) in Farmington Hills. This 
was the first project that we were able to really work on together, 
including the coat and new socks drive, and it was a huge 
success! Along with the 22,000 pounds (yes, really!!) of clothing 
that was shipped from Utah (to our site alone), our donations and 
efforts served over 2,000 adults and children on Friday and 
Saturday in our area in need of assistance. 
 
A very special thank you to Linda Ketterer for all of the children’s 
coats that she collected from the Lost-and-Found in West 
Bloomfield schools as well as the miles and hours that she 
invested in picking coats up from people, laundering them as 
needed (especially the kids’ coats), sizing and organizing 500 of 
them and making this monumental project possible. She also 
organized water, snacks, lunches and some dinners for the 
volunteers (thanks to funds from Pine Hill’s Women’s Fellowship, 
Men’s Group and PHYCAM). We must also thank Bob Ketterer for 
his countless hours hauling coats, boxes and bags around (and 
living for over 6 months surrounded by them!) and for his 
willingness to always step in wherever and whenever he was 
needed. 
 
And a huge thank you to Chris Lyons for assisting Linda for the 
past several months. Her organizational skills and constant help 
were key in completing this enormous project! 
 
A sincere thank you to Sara Lange and Mark Bowden for renting 
(many thanks to North’s Mission Board!!), driving and helping to 
load and unload the truck, first from the Ketterer’s home in West 
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Bloomfield (with over 100 coats and 50 bags/boxes of clothing) 
and then again from North (with an additional 400+ coats) to 
CJCLDS. The loading-unloading team consisted 
of Team Pine Hill: Linda and Bob Ketterer, Sue Welcome and 
Peggy and Tom Westman as well as Team North: Danny and 
Susie Hawkins, Chris Lyons, Sandy Greer, Jana Chrumka (Sara’s 
friend) and, of course, Sara and Mark. The moves were  
accomplished in record time, thanks to the rolling clothing racks 
from the Westmans and the bucket-brigade teamwork! 
And not to be forgotten, thankyouthankyouthankyou to Chris 
Richards for giving/getting us permission to use the spaces at 
North to store/hang these coats for the past few months. And to 
Bob Plummer for his assistance (like every time he saw Linda 
hobbling down the hall with more coats). 
 
Our volunteers worked Tuesday through Saturday sorting 
clothing, hanging and restocking coats, and assisting the 
guests. Thank you to Pete Shand, Carolyn and Mark Payne, 
Nancy Scott, Jan Henzie and Chris Lyons from Team North, and 
to Sue Savage, Bob Serra, Gayanne and Gary Milbourne, 
Charles Packer, Cindi Hopkins, Dave and Sue Schreiber, Sue 
Welcome, Linda, Bob, Nicole and Autumn Ketterer, Tracy, Dave 
and Michael McPherson from Team Pine Hill. Both teams were 
joined by Diane and Ken Jacobs from Temple Shir Shalom as 
well as several of the Ketterer’s friends. The organizers of the 
event were overwhelmed and so very grateful for the almost 30 
volunteers that we provided!  
 
GREAT JOB EVERYONE!!!  
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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
 

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 
regretfully or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  
(2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 
Our Stewardship Campaign for 
2025 – “Making All Things 
New” -- is under way! 
 
November 10 is Stewardship 
Sunday. On that day we will 
present our estimates of giving 
for next year. Pledge cards will 
be mailed to everyone before 
that date, and there will be 
blank cards available here in 
Church. For those who cannot 
attend that Sunday there will be 
opportunities to mail in your 
card, drop it off at the office, or 
pledge online on the North Church website. If you can attend on 
November 10th we urge you to do so – it is an important event in 
the life of the Church (and we will have some special treats at 
coffee hour). 
 
Our goal for the campaign is $170,000 in pledges, a 6% increase 
over last year. We will track progress against our goal on the 
Mayflower poster in the Church, indicating it on the blank sails. 
 
Help us “fill the sails!” 
 
North Congregational Church Stewardship Committee 
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HANGING OF THE GREENS 
 

There will be many opportunities to decorate 
North Church for Advent. Sign-up sheets for 
decorating different areas of the church will be 
available later in November.  
 
 

  

 We grieve the passing of our friend Jon 
Smathers. Jon was a faithful congregant of 
North Congregational Church, bringing joy 
and love to us all. Our prayers are with 
Becky and the Smathers' family.  

A celebration of Jon’s life will be held on 
Saturday, November 23, 2024 at 12:00 PM 
at the South Lyon Hotel. All are welcome to 
attend the short tribute/lunch and are 

encouraged to wear plaid.  
 
We honor Jon by including his obituary here as published on the 
website of Phillips Funeral Home of South Lyon.  
 

Jon T. Smathers 
June 19, 1954 - October 27, 2024 

 
Jon Smathers of South Lyon, Michigan, a retired engineer and 
family man with an irrepressible sense of humor, died on Sunday, 
October 27th, 2024 at home surrounded by his wife of 52 years 
and two children. He was 70 years old. He will be remembered as 
a kind and humble man with striking blue eyes and a joyful spirit. 
He was always willing to lend a helping hand and ignite his 
creativity along the way. He would turn giddy if presented the 
opportunity to fix something that had broken. If he came to visit 
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you and you didn’t have a list of things for him to fix, first he would 
be slightly disappointed, but then he would find something that 
you didn’t know needed fixing. He built the beds for his children 
and, later, his grandchildren: a yellow submarine, a mystery 
machine, and a bulldozer. 
 
Born in Detroit, Michigan, Jon was the youngest of five children - 
the son of Homer, a surgeon, and Thelma, a homemaker. He 
grew up on Longacre Street in West Detroit where he, his 
parents, and his four siblings - Homer Jr. “Tip” (Judy), Gary 
(Kate), Cheryl (Gary), and Jeff - lived in a single-family home 
surrounded by neighbors from all walks of life. He and the other 
kids on Longacre remained lifelong friends. 
 
It was in that Detroit house that Jon nurtured two gifts: his knack 
for fixing things, and his appetite for a playful prank. Years later, 
he would laugh while sharing stories of what shenanigans and 
good times had gone down in that neighborhood. 
 
Jon enjoyed jokes, and his pranks were well-planned. One of his 
favorite stories to tell was of his older sister. Being the youngest, 
he was often teased by her (the only girl in the house) who could 
retreat to her bedroom and lock the door. One day, he removed 
the door off the hinges and laid it on her bed. After she did her 
usual teasing and ran to hide in her locked room, she found the 
door was gone. Jon would laugh every time he told this story, 
remembering the look on her face. 
 
As a teenager, Jon demonstrated remarkable ingenuity. When his 
mother said the only way he would get a car was if he built one, 
Jon obliged. He moved into the basement of the family house and 
spent countless days and nights building an engine down there. 
At the same time, the girlfriend he began to date while attending 
Redford High School - his future wife, Becky, whom he met at a 
church youth group - bought him the shell of a car from a 
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junkyard. The day he put the engine in the car, everyone gathered 
to watch and see if the car started. The family was so excited and 
amazed as the engine turned over for the first time. 
 
Jon and Becky married on October 28, 1972. That same year, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Army and was stationed at Fort Lewis in 
Tacoma, Washington, with Becky and their infant son Jeffrey 
(Maureen) in tow. He served as a Wheeled Vehicle Mechanic for 
four years, before returning to settle in Farmington, Michigan 
where soon after the family welcomed daughter Sarah (Brian). He 
made sure many years later to teach his children and 
grandchildren the proper posture and position for an Army salute. 
 
After the Army, Jon worked as a mechanic during the day at 
Brighton Block and Concrete and took night classes at Lawrence 
Tech for an associate’s and then bachelor’s degrees in 
Engineering. His first engineering job with Michigan 
Instrumentation and Controls (Cornerstone Controls Inc.) 
provided an opportunity to combine his mechanical creativity and 
electrical engineering knowledge to serve a variety of plants and 
companies across the Midwest over a 30-year career. Jon retired 
from Coritech Controls in 2019. 
 
With an adventurous spirit, Jon was just as happy traveling to new 
places as he was listening to live music or playing cards at home 
(especially Euchre). He loved spending time with family and 
friends, making people laugh, and fixing things. After the cancer 
diagnosis of stage IV pancreatic cancer in early 2024, Jon made 
the most of his time bravely fighting the cancer and also spending 
quality time making precious memories with his family. 
 
Jon was many things to many people - a soldier, mechanic, 
engineer, brother, husband, and father - but his favorite role was 
Grandpa. He loved spending time with his grandchildren, Abigail, 
Nicholas, Angela, Claire, and Jacob. He was their biggest 
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supporter and loved watching them come into their own unique 
talents as he attended their various plays, sporting events, and 
concerts. 
 
His grandchildren will remember Jon as a very hands-on 
grandparent. When they were little, he would chase them around 
the house pretending to be a scary monster with funny faces, he 
held them when they were scared or hurt, and he spent countless 
hours thinking up elaborate games and projects to engage with 
them. He was an unconditional, proud supporter of all their 
activities and choices, and loved being present to cheer them on. 
His quiet strength, strong values, and sense of humor will live on 
through his children and grandchildren. 
 
The family is deeply grateful for the exceptional care Jon received 
from the University of Michigan Medical Center, especially during 
his final days. For a strong man who always helped others, it was 
a difficult transition to being cared for, but the healthcare workers 
made him feel safe with their care and compassion (it also didn’t 
hurt when they laughed at his jokes). In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that donations are directed to the Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network (PanCAN). 


